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edification. His European tour, from which he was
to garner the ideas which were finally to bring about
his decline, cost the country three years5 taxes, and
if Amanullah excelled, it was as a tax-gatherer,
Afghanistan could ill afford to send its monarch
on a glorified tour, but the financial shocks
which attended his going were as nothing to that
sustained when he landed in Egypt, and Queen
Souriya, at his command, stood before all beholders,
attired in European garb, and with face unveiled.
He returned to a sorely perplexed country, convinced
that he had only to act to transfer much of the
lucrative industrialism of the West to the hills of his
own country.
Prior to Amanullah's European tour, Nadir Shah,
appalled by Amanullah's mismanagement of Afghan-
istan, resigned his post in the diplomatic service,
and retired to tire South of France, there to nurse
his failing health. When in Europe, Amanullah
made an unsuccessful endeavour to win Nadir Shah
to his side, but Nadir, with his customary directness,
declared that he could have nothing to do with a court
which was rotten with intrigue and bribery. Seeth-
ing at this rebuff, Amanullah made the atmosphere
so unpleasant for anyone related to Nadir, that
Nadir's brothers deemed it expedient to leave the
country and to join him in exile.
On his return to Kabul, Amanullah issued the
edict which was to spell dishonourable flight. " The
face of the Afghans " was to be changed, and to this
end orders were broadcast that everyone should wear
European dress and European hats, and that women